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PEABODY.

i Bepetnetion 1o the Londeon FPoer-
'.'.'.3':'-' Fins Been Applicd and the Macecas

Which Hns Attended Lt

Tho reoent death of Mr, George Penbody
awakens rénowed interest in his pgreat bene.
factions, and we therefore give place to the
following article descriptive of his munificent
benefaction to the poor of London:—

The early history of the gift is best de-
scribed by Mr, Peabody himself in the follow-
ing lotter addresced: to the United Statas
minister, Lord Sianley, HirJ. Emerson Ten-
nent (who died a few months ago), Mr, C. M.
Lampsaon, and Mr. J. 8, Morgan—the gentle-
men who had kindly consented to act as trus-
tees to the fund: —

Loxpox, 12th March, 1862,

Gexrrevex:—In reference to the intention
which it Is the objoct of this letter to commuuni-
eate, I am desirous to explain that, from a com-

aratively carly period of my commareial 1o, T
Elul rotolved in my own miud that, shonld my
bors be blessod with sucecss, 1 would devote
a portion of the property thus nequired to pro-
mote the intellectual, moral, and physical wel-
fare and comfort of my fellow-men, wherever,
from circumstances or loeation, thelrelaims upon
o would be the strongest.,

A kind Providence Lias continned me in pros-
perity, and consequently, In furtherance of my
resolution, [, in the year 1862, founded an lusti-
tute and library for the benefit of the people of
the piace of my birth in tho town of Danvers, in
the State of Massachusetts, the result of which
has proved in every respoot most beneficial to the
locality and gratifying tomysell,

After an absence of twenty yvears, I visited my
native land In 1857, and founded In the elty ol
Baltimore, in the Btate of Maryland (where more
than twenty yoears of my business lfe had been
passed), an inetitute upon s much more ex-
tended scenle, devoted to science and the arts,
with a free Hbrary, coloelding with the charae-
ter of the lostitution. The corner-stone was
Iaid in 1868, and the building is now completad;
but its dedication lins been postponed in conge-
quence of the unlinppy sectionn]l differences at
present prevallimg In the United States,

It Is now twenty-five years gince I commenced
my residence and business in London as o
stranger; but I did wot long fecl mysolf a
“stranger,” or in o “strange land,” for, in all my
sommercial and social Intercourse with my
British friends during that long period, I Lave
constantly received courtesy, kindness, and con-
fidence. Under a stnse of rratitude for these
blesgings of a kind Providence, encouraged by
early associations, and stimulated by my views
as well of duty ns of Inclination, to follow the
path which I hail icretofore marked out for my
guidance, I have been prompled for several
years past repeatedly to stnte to some of my con-
fidentinl friends my intention at no distunt
period. if my life was spared. to make a dona-
tion for tbe beovefit of the poor of London,
Among those friends are three of the namber to
whom [ have now the honor to nddress this lot-
ter. To my parilcular friend, C. M. Lampszon,
Eéq., 1 first mentioned the subject five yearsago,
My next conversations In velatlon to it were
held about three years since with my _esteeme
friend Bir James Emergon Tennent, and with my
partner, J. 83Morgan, Esq. [ also availed my-
sell of nl\pnrlunim-n to consult the Right Rev,
Bishop Mcllvaine, of Obilo, and with all tnese
gentlemen 1 have since [recly conversed upon
the suliject in o way to conlirm that oricinal In-
tention,

My object being to ameliorate the condition
of the poor and needy of this great metropolis,
and to promote their comfort and happiness, 1
take pleasure In apprising yon that Ilu.-u'c de-
termined to transfer to you the sum of one hun-
dred and fifty thousand pounds, which now
stands available for this purpose on the books
of Messrs. George Penbody & Co,, a8 you will
see by the accompanying correspondence.

In committing to you, in full confidence in
your judgment, the administration of this fuud,

eannot but fecl grateful to yon for the oncerous
duties you have go checrlully nndertaken to
perform. and I sincerely bope and trust that the
benevolent feelings that have prompted o devo-
tion of so much of your valuable time will be
appreciated, not only by the present, bub future
generations of the poople of London.

I have few Ingtroctions. to glive or conditions |

to lmpose, but there are some lundamental prin-
ciples from which it Is my solemu injonction
that those intrusted with its u[r{aliu.lli on shall
never, under any circunmstances, depart:

First and foremost among these is thoe limita-
tion of its uses nbsolutely and exclusively to
guch purpoges us may be ealeulated dirvectly to

ameliorate the condition and avgment the com- |

forts of the poor, who, cither by birth or esta-
blished l{"-illl.‘lll'l', form n recogulzed portien of
the population of London. y

Sccondly. It is my intention that now and for
all thme there shall be a rigid exclusion from the
management of this fund of any influences cal-
culated to impart to 1L o chiarncter elther secia-
rian as regoards rellglon, or exelusive in relation
to loeal or party polities.

Third. In conformity with the foregoing con-
ditlons, it 15 my wish and Intention that the sole
qualifications tor a particlpation In the benefits
of this fund, shall be an ascertained and con-
tinued condition of life such as krings the iu-
dividaal within the description (in- the ordinary
sense of the word) of “the poor" of London,
combined with moral charncter nnd good con-
duct ag a member of soclety,
fore, Le held to be o violation of my intentions
il any doly qualified and deserving elaimant

It must, there- |

were to be excluded elther on the grounds of |

ous bellef or political bias,

ithout, In the remotest degree, desiring to
limit your diseretion in the solection of the most
sultable means of giving effect to these objects,
1 may be permitted to throw out for your con-

rell

elderation, smongst the other projects which |

will necessarily occupy your attention, whether
it may not be found conducive to the conditions
specitied above for thelr ultimdte reallzation,
and least likely to present diffienlties on the
grounds 1 have polnted oot for avoldance, to
apply the fund, or o purtion of It, in the con-
struction of snel lwiproved dwellings for the
poor as may combine in the ulmost possitle
degree the gssentinls of healthfulness, comfort,
socinl l_luju_\‘ul(‘ljt. nnd oconemy,

FPreparntory to due provision belng made for
the formul declaration of the trust and for its
future armngoment and appropriation, the gum
of one hundred nil 0ily thousaud pounds will
be at once transferrcd nto your names nnd
placed at your disposal; for which purpose I
reserve io mysel! Iull power and authority. Bat.
as a portion of thoe Money may prnh.p.h-' not b
required for some thme 1o come, to meet b
legitimate purpiges conten plated T would sy-
west that, as early as possible after the organiza-
tion ol the trust, one hundred thousand pounds
(£100,000) should ve invesied, dor the time
belng, o your names in Consols or East Indin
gtock, thus adding to the « wpltad by means of
the acerulng  interest, and stock =0 pnr-

chaged can be gradunlly sold out as the money
is wanted for the Jects deshznated,  Moun-
time, pending the preparation of o formal trost

deed, you shall be under no responsibility what
ever In respect to 1, ur Its luvestment or
disposition,

¥ :]lll Lthiege
mit the Mod Lo

the it

stipulations, I com-
tand to that ol

prefiminnes

YOu W (RALLRRILLR Y]

such other purdons ¢ by o msjority ol you
volces you inay eleer, el yun the power
oither to wdd to vour mesber (which ©thlok

should not at any thine excewd nlug), or Lo sip
ly 8snnl vacancles accurring in your body.
*I I8 my furthor desire that the United Siatos
Minlster in London, for the thiwe belog, shonld
Iliwll"l In virtue of bis oflee ba oomoiber of the
Trust, unless lm the ovent of b« slgnilylng s
Inabiley 1o act In discharge Of the dutles
I hawe the Lonor 1o be, gentlemen,
Youra very faithfully,
Sigued) Grogor PRanony,
To His FxecMency, Charles Frauvls Adams, i
Umited States Minfetop in London. )
The Right Homorsble Lord Blanley, M. P,

Bir Jamns Fmarson Teonent, K, (), 8. LI.D..
ate., Lordon.

Cuartis M, Lamypeon, 1B=q., | | :

Junips B \l'ﬂlt‘_ W, b : e

To this Tetter Mr. Peabody recclved in o few

I daye the following reply:—

Loxpon, March 15, 18062,

Bir:—We bave to ascknbwledge the reoeipt of
your letter of tho 18th inst., apprising us of your
munificent appropriation of £150,000 towards
ameliorating lgomdmm of the poor of Lon-
don, and jntimating your wieh that we should
nol in the capacity of trustees for the nupnuuunn
of this fund, on principles which you bave indi-
eated for our guldance.

Whether we consider the purity of the motlve,
the magnitude of the gift, or tho dlscrimination
displayed In sclectlug the purposes to whieb it
is to be applied, we eannot but feel that it is for
the natlon to appreciste, rather than for a fow
Individuals to express their gratiinde for, an act
of bepeficence which has few parallels (il any)
in modern times,

For ourselves, we are decyply conscious of the
honor lmplied by the conlidence yon have re-
posed In us, as the adminitrators and guardians
of your bounty; and it only remains for us to
agsure you ol the eatisfaction with which we
shall actept this trust, and the zeal with which
we shall address ourselves to the discharge of
its duties, g0 soon as Its precise nature s de-
fined, and the arrnngements for its adminlstra-
tion sufliclently organized.

Ever fnithfully yours,
CuanLes Fraxonms
BTANLEY.,
J. EmenrsoN TExsENT,
C. M. Lampsox,
J. 8. MonGax.
To George Peabody, Esq., London,

ADAMA,

“Thus generously endowed,” says the re-
port for 1k65, “alike with funds and with
discretion to choose the mode of their em-
ployment, the first care of the trustees was to

| obtain a deed so fraomed as to confor legal

powers on those who were to be intrusted
with their adwinistration, and to insure their
undeviating applieation to the generons ob.-
jects contemplutod by the giver. But at this
stage considerable diffienlty was encountered,
arising mainly from the fact that the large
amount to be expended was not a boguest by
will, in which case precodents ave anfliciently

numerous, hut ¢ gift during the lfetime of

the giver, which therefore involved the neces.
sity of inserling provisions to satisfy the re.
quirements of the mortmain law,

HAfter some delay, a trust-deed was pre-
prred, exeouted, and envolled; and at the first
meeting under it, which took place on the
20d of July, 1862, Lord Btanley was elacted
chairtonn, and apother of the trustees under-
took to act as honorary secrotary pire lom.,
thus facilitating a resolution to posipone as
1‘“15: ns possible the appointment of any sala-
ried officers.

“Pursuant to the terms of the deed of
trust, the main portion of the fund was in-
vested at inlerest in Govermmuent stock and
other negotiable securities, the balance being
held in readiness for early expenditure, so
#oon as a decision could be come to as to the
most ru]\fl?l'»f\:_""ﬂ't-i Il.f'!.'t"‘ wuf (‘111}-]€t-\'i!1g the
fund in conformity with the intentions and
subject to the conditions laid down by Mr.
Peabody.”

But the legal difficnlty arising from the {act
that the donetion was a gift made during the
lifetime of the giver, was not the only one
which met the trustees at the onlset, “By
the express ters of the gift, it was directed
to be so applied ns to ameliorate the condition
and augment the comforts of the well-con-
ducted poor of London;” and *‘it became
esgential to determine who are the poor of
London in the eye of the law ™

Many people will at firet be sarprised that
any difficulty should be experienced in pscer.
teining what cluss of people is denoted by the
expression *the poor.”” But class.dislinetions
among men, like class-distinetions thronghout
the organic and inorgauic world, instead of
being !--“]J;ll';ihl] by clearly-detined lines of
demarcation, ran into one wnother; and even
legul anthoritios are sometinies soroly puzzslod
in deciding whether a certain individaal be-
longs to one or the other of Lwo contignons
social grades.  The nuseltled nature of publie
opinion on this point has been well exempli-
fied by the complainis and criticisms that
have from time to time appesred in the

London daily press, to the elfect that the
benetits of the Peabody Fund were reaped by
a more well-to-do class of people than thosa
characterized by the donor as  the “‘poor of
Loundon,"”

“iIt has hitherto been held,” says the report
nlr(\;ul‘\' referred to, “nander the lllll.-hnril_)' of
judicial decisions, that, in the absence of any
soverning or qualifying expressions, a gift or
request to ‘the poor’ of any placa is applica-
ble exclusively to persons not receiving paro-
chinl support; and this, on the principle that
to relieve thoss already chargeable on the
parish or the union, inpsmuch ag it wonld
contribute to the redanetion of the rates,
would virtually be conferring s beunefit on the

roperty rather than on the poverty of the
ocality,

“Later decisions have somewhat modified
this law; the rigidity of the law would now
be more or less tempered to adapt it to the
ascertnined wishes of the donor; and the
mert fool of the roeceipt of alms would not
perhaps of itsell sullice to disqualify an in-
digent family for receiving additional com-
forts from the donations or bequests of
Lenevolent men like Mr. Pesbody,”

Be this ns it may, the trastees decided ““to
confine their attention, in the first instance,
to that scotion of the ]ulmrillg poor who
oceupy & position above the panper.” The
wisdom of this decision few will call in qnes.
tion, except that still too numerous class of
peoplo who think the bestowment of alms on
those who will rather beg than work, and
whose indolence, imprudence, or intompe-
range prevents themw from ever rising above
their present position, or deriving uny per-
manent advantago from the profuse charities

| of a wellmeauing but short-sighted public,

is more conmuendable tlmn to nasist The Lon.
eat, lm]r_L“’{)TI(lli[{ laborer who, nolwithstand-
ing all that industry and strict economy ean
ascomplish, is often sorely pressed to provide
for those dependent on him,

“Public atltention throughout the United

{ Kingdom having been attracted by the large-

ness of Mr. Peubody's bounty, communica-
tions were received from numerous quarters
suggesting benevolent plans for adoption.
Many of thess were in themsclves highly desi-
rable, but the msjority invelyed arrnngements
more or less nb varinneoe with My, Peabody's
il-jtl:.n'li\-r.-» and th pro of tha (ir’lwl-nf
trust. For ex .Iujl|- , institutions connected
with religions bodies were exprossly excladed,
aud eduestionnl estal "-l;lr‘t-n'.‘-‘_ 4 u'.'-“rl wily
aorghuized, were ups !
inusuch ag they are w
for their &

Lsions

O e saimn u\'ju -_'li-_l,'l,
we or less dependant
i nominational favor.
“Tlos |‘.|11 both for neute and chronie dis-
presentod itrong cladis: but on one,
fon gt prronnds, thelr conaideration
My, Peabody, in his commu-

nectss ot de

wase,
ot e
deterred,

nication to the trasfees, hind not :-‘ln-r".::“}' di-
rected that the fund shonld be so employed
ni 1o render it o ]cllniu\-'.-l\'- + bat that passnie
in Lis lotter fm which he expressed his hope
‘that not Lthe present only, hut future generp-
tions of the people of London,” would appre-
alate 1§ pdveutagos, was felt to be entitied to
the widest conptraction of which it was sny
veptible; aud 1L appenras Lo point to a wods of
investment such s, while asdministering to
the immedddnke sn e Yinents of the lill-lt‘i!l[: poor
of Londen, would slso bear within itself the
germ of future extenrion and perpetuity, This

Wik

result did not seem to be aMainable in the
case of hospitals, which would absorb without
returning any portion of the fund. Thesame
remark spplies to almshouses and dwellings
for the recoption and support of the ahso-
Intely destitute, whose subsistence would ne-
cesxarily baga perpoetual charge, without pre.
senting the slightest. element of self-support;
and attention was thun foreibly directed to
the object dictated by Mr, Peabody himself,
of erecting dwellings for the laboring poor on
such improved principles as to conduce at
onee to economy, salubrity, and social enjoy-
ment, This mode of employing the fund has
alsgo the recommendation that the low rents
at which this healthful necommodation conld
be given would annually snpplement the ori-
ginil fund, and thus create a sonrce wheneo
similsr advantsges might continne to be de-
rived for an almost indefinite period

“In postpening other projects, such as
thore nbove already alluded Lo, it is not to be
supposed that the trustees ignore their value
or guestion their importance; bul a concur-
rence of cirenmstances, at the mor u'fll_. [
bined to give pre-eminence to the one” just
referred to, “'In the poorer districls of Lon.
don, the dwellings of the poorer classes had
been suddenly disturbed by the long-pent-up
invasion of metropolitan railroads, whoue in-
cursions were overthrowing whole streels in-
habited by humble and industrions laborers
and artisang, The dispossessed population, nn.
provided with adequate accommaodation else-
where, were thusdriven pway into alleys and
courts, already inconveniently crowded by
their previons inmates; and discomfort
and disease were in many instances
added to loss of employment and
expense. ‘Even in onr crowded and deplora-
ble distriets,’ says a gentleman, writing in
18754 “such as the streets and alloys running
out of Drury Lane, and in the region of the
Beven Dials, apartments are not to be had;
and the rents in some mneiphborbhoods have
been raised fifty per cent.” ™ Swall tenemonts
were not regarded as nn eligible property, and
the construction of them did not invite the
enterprise of ordinary cupitalists, The con
sequence was that, poverty apart, a workman
had great difficulty in obtaining decent lodg
ings, even with the means of paying for them
in his pocket, How extremo wns the distress
may be inferred from the faet that, besides
Mr. Peabody's scheme, somo seven or eight
large organizations (differing from the former,
however, in being purely commercinl transae-
tions) bave been devised, and are now in
operation for Luilding improved dwellings for
the working classes, '

Taking those peculinr cirenmstaneces into
account, faw will hesitate to admit that Mr,
Peabody's trustees reasoned wisely when they
came to the resolution, *‘without precluding
the consideration of other subjects hereafter,
to contine their operations for the present to
the object apecially recommended to their
notice by Mr. Peabody, viz., the improve-
ment of dwellings for the poor of the me-
tropolis,™

“Inabled by this decision to proceed
prowpily with the business of the trust, the
next inquiries of the trustecs were direoted
to the system and style of buildings most
econducive to the objects in view, and to the
acquisition of sites in districts of the city
m(‘)at suitable for their erection: these sites to
be distributed throughont (he various quar-
ters of London in order to diffuse the bene-
fits of Mr. Penbody's gift over tho largest
posrible area.

“The flrst site chosen was in Commerecial
strect, Bpitalfields, near the terminns of the
Eastern Counties Railway, where a space
equal to 18,682 gquare feet was obiained from
tho Commissioners of Public Works for
Chnon, For a further expenditure, something
under £24,000 for buildings, nceommodation
was obtaiped for npward of 200 persons in
tenerments of one, two, or three apartments
cach, necording to the requirements of the
severnl oceupants. The latter sum inecluded
aleo the cost of ercoting nine shops on the
ground floor, the rents of which, amounting
to nearly £500 per annumn, go to increase the
general fund, and thus contribute to the re-
productive charncter which it is the desire of
the trustees to impart to i,

“Hefore the dweliings at Spitaliields wera
completed, the trustecs were enabled to pos-
sess themselves of other sites in districts
similarly claiming attention. At Chelsea a
plot, coutaining 13,016 square feet, was ob-
tained for £4616 188, Od.; for another, at
Bermondsey, with an area of 27,550 B IATe
feet, they gave L4870 7s. 4d.; a fourth at
Islington, measuring 47,863 squara feet, cost
AB0LG Hw, 6d.; and for £4800 a fifth was ac-
gunired at Shadwell, the extent of which is
aver 75,800 squpre feat.”

While the houses at Commercial streot wore
still in progress, the trnstees commencad, on
their premises at Islington, the erection of
four blocks of bunildings, to eowprise in all
155 tenements, containing, as at Spitalficlds,
one, two, or three rooms each, and furnishing
awple secommodation for upwards of G50
persens. The whole cost of these buildings,
inclusive of the smm paid for t(he land,
amounted to £40,307 20, 1d,

Defore the square at Islinglon was finishad,
the trustees entored into a contract for the
sum of £37,953 to build on a similar scale on
their property at Shadwell.

On the 29th of February, 1861, the flest pile
of buildings erceted in Comuercipl shreet,

Spitalficlds, was thrown open to receive its |

inmates, and the number of applicants was,
and continnes to be, considerably in oxoess of
the accommodation available. The number
of persons who took possession of thelr new
homes was upward of two hundred,

We give an illustration of the buildings al
Islington, whick Were opencd in Seplember,
18G4, They have been crected on tho site of
a pile of buildings known as Ward's place,
Esgex road, formerly inhabited by a denso
population of the worst character in the
metropolis, who herded togother with littie
or no attention to morality or decency, What
a contrast to the healthy, tidy, réspectable,
and industrions peopla who now, through M.
Peabody’s bounty, inhabit tho

Hine n}m.’.
The entire eomununity, at thoe eloso of

the

yenxy 1805 cansisted of 674 ludividaals, o
whom 19 were widows, the fest married pos-
sons nud chitldre:

At Bhadwell, the four rangoes of buildings

forming Peabody Squnve. nnd containdng 195
tenemoents, wero unplote 1 and raady for
capmtion &t thao close of the year LRGG

owinge Lo U deprdssion of husiuness, and shiny
caliseguent suspension of omployment ndhia
part of London, they were somewlal slow 1a
ling. At the vommoencement of the your
Ie0, the vmpabser of fniliea resident was
1|.-'.

Duaring Inst yoar a fourth ranga of buildings,
forming what row kuauwn as Peabody
Bguare, was erected in Vietorin straot, West.
v inster They were completod at the ond
of Docomber, and contain 215 rooms, fully
ocenpied by 88 iadividuals., "There is at
present nodarge list of apphications for future
vacaneics

All e buillings nro subatantislly con.
structed of briek. They consist of fonr de-
tnebed Ul odlow of Bons fivostories in hoight,
which wre lot ont in \Hl nomerrts of one, t
acd three yooms, Inthe buildings at Westmin-

18
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theso extensive otures are essentially the
same: the only differences consist in such
improvements in matters of detail as expe.
rience enabled the trustess to introduce into
the more recontly-erected buildings. To
each block there is but one entrance, which
in placed in the eentre of its length, and on
the side looking into the interior of the
square.  The living rooms on each story are
approached from a corridor, whioch runs along
the middle from one end of the building to
the other, and is lighted at cach end, s well
as thoroughly ventilated, by the wide, cen-
trally.situnated stairease, which is unenclosed
on the outer side except by an iron railing.
The lavatories, sinks, and other snch offices,
are placed at each end of the corridor, apart
from the main building. Drainage and ven.
tilation have been insared with the utmost
possible eare; the instant removal of dust
and refuse is effected by means of shafts
which descend from every corridor to cellars
in the basement, which cellars arve accessible,
for the purpose of carting away their con-
tents, only from the outside of the square,
The passages are all kept clean and lighted
with gas, without any cost to the tenants;
waler from ecisterns in the roof is distribnted
by pipes into every tenement; and the baths
are free for all who desire to use them. Laun-
dries, with wringing-machines and drying-
lofts, are at the service of every inmate, who
is thus relieved from the inconvenience of
damp vapors in the apartments, and the con-
sequent dimage of furniture and bedding.

The rooms are each of them about nine feot
wide and twelve feet long, and of a suitable
height. Every living-room or kitchen is abun-
dantly provided with cupboards, shelving,
and other cenveniences, and each fireplace in-
cludes a boiler and an oven. But, continues
the secretary in his report, what gratifies the
tenants, perhaps more than any other of the
arrangements, are the nmple and niry spaces
which serve as play-grounds for their chil-
dren, where they are always under their
mothers' eyes, and safe from the risk of pass-
ing emrriages and laden carts,

The cost of the general management of the
fund is kept as low as poasible, From the
commencement, in 1802 to the elose of the
year 1865, it had amounted in all to only £517
108. When they had advanced so far as to
have n number of dwellings ready for occn-
pation, ete,, the trustees found it necessary
to employ a secretary to supervise the general
affairs of the scheme, and conduet the pre-
liminary inquiries as to the eligibility of those
applying for accommodation. A superin.
tondent also resides upon each group of
buildings for the purpose of collecting the
rents, ete.  8till, the working expenses, in-
cluding salaries, printing, stationery, ete., are
far from great, amounting in 1866 to £317
118.; in 1867 to £208 158, 4d.: and in 1868 to
£271 108, 6d. So that the general manage-
ment of this vast scheme, from its commenop-
ment in 1862 to the close of last year, has not
cost more than £1375 s, 10d,

The accounts show that, at the close of the
year 1865, £85,277 158, 7d. had been expended
on land, buldings, ete.—considerably more
than one-half the original fund. At the end
of the following year the total expenditure
had amounted to £118,118 18s. 2d.; on S1st
December, 1867, this had reached £125,:356
24, 10d.; and when the accounts were made
up at the close of last year, the total expon-
diture from the beginning was shown to be
£152,651 Ba, 4d—£2631 88, Id. more than the
original fund; while £20,682 08, 11d, still re-
muained at the disposal of the trustees. So
that, up to 31st December, 1868, the original
fund had increamsed by £25,213 08, 3d.:
£15,756 7s. 0d. of this sum being due to in-
terest earned, and L7557 18, 6id. accruing from
rents; thus fulfilling, to some measure, the
generous donor's wish that the fund should
be reproductive and perpetual,

In the early part of the year 1864, when the
buildings at Spitalfields were opened, up-
wards of 200 persons were provided with
house’ accommodation. By the end of 1865
the buildings at Islington were ocenpied by a
population of 674; making altogether nearl
200 persons furnished wiLE comfortable dwell-
ings in about three and o half, yenrs after Mr.
Peabody had announced his gift. At the
close of 18G6 the total nnmber provided for
was 1588, which was increased to 1971 by the
completion of the buildings at Westminster
last December,

With reference to the guestion specially
disputed in England—the clnss of persons by
whom the advantages are enjoyed —something
has alrendy been gaid. As is well known, the
buildings were oclaimaed as almshonses for the
destitnte, nud the trustees were acensed of
letting them, in opposition to the intentions of
the denor, to people who were neither help.
less nor necessitons,  One is curious to learn
Lhow suech aceusers oame to know, better than
Lis trustees, the intentions of Mr, Peabody;
aud what ground they have for supposing that
Mr. Peabody meaut to panperize the popnls-
tion of London, by supplying them with
gratuitous lodgings. The earlier statements
the trustees sufliciently show that the
benefits of the donation are not reapod by a
more woll-to-do eloss than was intended, But,
i any doubt on this point still lingers in the

ol

winds of some, it will surely be dispelled by |

the recently published Report for lastryear,

“IThe total population,” says the Report,
Hof ull the buildings now completed by the
trustees, is 1971, Theso compose the families
of workingmoen, the nature of whose employ-
ments is us follows:"'—

BRI, iaivsievasiyns i Letter-carriersy......., 10
Beadle of oonarket I Machinist 5N A B bx |
Bell-maker, ., Mariners, ... ...... 19
Boller-mukers BINADDE v s eitins ot ad ]
Blacksmiths o T LT T T o RSt (|
Brewer ) 1 MilK-carrier, , 1
Browera' Dravigoen 2 Millwright i
biricklnyers U Printera, . ) 1
Biush-lnneers g Parik-Keopurs 8
Calmdrivers B P wer 1
Candle-mnker, 1| Molicomen i
Carmen. ... .. 18| Portersy ey 62
"arpionters. . .. | Heeralling-sergeants,, @
Charwomen LU PSS i3
Comalsslonnylres, 8 Hope-mnkers. ., ..., )
Compogitors B Ball-uakors 2
Cook . - .I !‘\jlll]?-kl'c' Wrs "]
Coopers I Bhip-seriper. . ... 1
Cork-eultorn.. & Shipwrights,.. ... ]
Drayiet.. ... 3 Shomakera . Bl
Dregemakers and Nees Shocian,...., I

dlewoimen .. - 15 Sthymaker, TR
Engine-drivers ¥ Mevedores. ... .... 3
Kypyinedurners 4 Tallors, ... . 0
¥rench polishor 1T do-waltera, ., f
Gine-Tnelir-maker. 1Timekeopers . ...oooo0.. &

lurscutters,,
Harnes-maker,

¢ Tinplate-worker. ... 1
1 Umbirellas-maker. 1
. 3 ',llli:]hlutrl' - y I
Laborers. . .. 88 Watchmokers . ... ..... 1
Fannilrosgid 2| Watohmen, ... . B

1

Lighleriien. .. 3 \\fhl.dlm‘-lnlllhl.mﬁi;l:-,__
The average wagea sarned by these work-
ing men ure rather nnder twenty-one shillings

nweek, A few earn something more, and
many less, neeording to the nature and por-

| nge it m'uordin{;!y.
v

vicinity of tal
and Islingten, one case of cholt?rl:i if* the

former only and ita oon-
fraction and fatal determination were
mainly ascribable to impradence
and neglect on the of the patient, In-
rludinghlhja ense, the whole number of adalt
deaths has been but seven in a po on of

nearly nine hundred, Of these, three dioed of
consumplion, and two from old age and gone-
ral infirmity, The mortality among children
has unfortunately been greater, amounting to
twently-three; but nearly all these deaths oo-
curred smong fumilies newly admitted, and
most of which had previously resided in
crowded and unhealthy loealities.” Babse.
quent annual statements are equally gratify-
ing. There is “an entire exemption from
endemic discases, and from those complaints
incident to low and erowded localities.”

No less pleasing is the account given of the
contentment, moral conduot, and orderly
habits of the tenants. Speaking in Decem-
ber, 186h—noearly two years after the first of
the buildings had beon opened—the secretary
says:—*‘Huabitunl drunkenness is unknown,
and intoxication unfrequent, and where the
latter does oecur to the annoyance of others
it is judicionsly dealt with, by giving notice
to the offender that, in the event of its re-
onrrence, he must prepare to leave. There
has been one person removed for guarrellin
and disturbiug the peace: and one expelle
for non-payment of rent, ‘T'hese excoptions,
out of a community consisting of 550 persons,
speakly strongly for the self-respect and
moral principles by which they are influ-
enced.” Again, in the report published two
years lInter, we read that, ‘‘indepen-
dently of the direct economic advan.
tages derivable from the application of
Mr. Penbody’s bounty, satisfactory evidence
of its gocial effects becomes every day more
apparent—in the peaceful deportment of the
tenants, the improved order within their
apartments, and the disappearance of excess
of all kinds, The healthy aspect of the
children,; the neatness and tidiness of their
dress, and theirinoffensive happiness of play
in the ample and secluded grownds, secare
from evif street-intercourse, abundantly
justify the belief that a beneficial intluence
18 being exerted over the future of the work-
ing-classes by the signal improvement thus
introduced into their dwellings and domestic
habits,” ““I'lie great privileges they now
enjoy,” says the Secretary, in his latest state-
ment, “have already produced a salutary
effect, not only amongst the young, but per-
ceptibly in the inoreased tidiness and oleanli-
ness of the old.”

We have now traced the progress eof Mr.
Peabody's munificent gift of £150,000, from
its announcement in 1562 down to the pre-
sent time; and, in doing so, we bave nvoided
any reference to his subsequent donations for
the same benevolent purposes. Our reason
for this reticence is, that we wish it to be
clearly understood that all the resnlts up to
this time achieved by the trustees, and which
it lins been the aim of the foregoing pages to
communicate, have been effectod solely by
means of tho first donation of £150,000,

As is well known, Mr. Yeabody has given
the world fresh canse for admiration and sur-
prise by two additional benefactions of
£100,000 ench; the one announced in Janu-
ary, 1806; the other in December, 15658; and
both together forming what is ecalled the
“Hm‘unﬁ Trust.” In the letter in which the
donor made known to his trustees his inten-
tions regarding the first instalment of this
Second Trust, he says:—

*“With regard to this my second gift, it is my
deslre that in the appointment of future trustees
the snme rules may be continued as adopted for
the first; and that the United States Minister at
the Court of St. Jnmes for the time being slall
always be one of them.

YAs your course with regard to the former
eift of £150,000 18 already defined in your trust-
deed, I can only express my own views and
wishes regarding the np{pmprluti-m of the prin-
eipal and income of this second donation, and
leave to yourselves and your successors to man-

*You are fully authorized to use any portion
of the fund in building lodging honses for labor-
Ing poor, ns expressed in my h}rmcr letter; but,
ag before many years i Is to be appreliended
that desirable gites for such bulldings may be
difficult to obtain nt moderate prices within the
limits of the metropolis, in that event, it is my
desire that my trustees for the time being may
seek out and socure, at such rates ns the state of
the fund may warrant, such frechold sites,
within ten miles of the prescut Royal Exchange,
ni reny appear eligible, both on account of saln-
Lrity of position sud proximity to the great
centres ol Jabor and rallroad asccommodation,
due regard being had to the probable burden ot
taxation. It may also be desirable to obtain
from rallroad companies the most economical
armangements procurable for the conveyance of
working-people at stated hours to and from Lon-
don at such moderate fares os will come within
their means,

*Comfortuble and convenient houses are to be
crected npon those sites for the exclusive ne-
commaodation of the honest and lodustrions poor
of London, under such regulations and on such
terms and couditions ns my trustees may direct,
fubjeet oply to the guiding priveiples laid down
ln respect to my former donstion,

“As dwelllngs In sueh sites may in some In-
glances be remote from sehiools and other facill-
ties for instruction, the trustecs shall be at
Hberty in guch enses, should thoy consider it
peodipl, to set apart spaco, .'uif.n'l-nt to the
tuilding nnd suitable for school-houses, for the
children of the families holding tenoments, But
gnch schools must be 50 organized as carefully
to exclude seetarinn influences, and so copducted
ae Lo wvold denominational jenlousy, With this
view
shall be exclusively of

i elementary and lite-
rary charpeter.

1 wonld also sugeesl to my trusteos that, for
the meital  Improvement of the inmates, the
school-rooms might, i they thiok desirnble, be
open some  lours during the evening: and that

hioaks, P riodienls, nod new BLpEYS LT proy ided
for thofe who ehioosis to ntiand, and that ot cor-
taln seesons populae and seientitie lectures might
Le Intredinced at o chargoe, If any, mervely sufllel-
cient to defray uecessary expensos.

“Ag =ome of these dwellings will probably ba
at Inconveulent dstunees from good muarkets, |
would also :‘-Ii;._"].'_l-:vt o my IT'I!:'.lt'l."v to consldor |
the propriety, in localltles where It may swem Lo |
Ly rulu{lnl. of providing within the bulldings,
or uenr to them, aparbnents In which the ten-
anta may organize eo-operative stores for sup-
plying themselves with coal nnd other necessary
artioles for thelr own consumption, subjoct to
such regulations as, in the judgment of wy rog-
tees may be needfal,

* In eonclusion, looking to the object of this |
donution and Lo the lrge development in comlng
yeors of an arrangement deslgned to promote
the physleal, motal, and soclal welfare of the
deserving poor of the metropolis, T entortaiu o
gtrong.and earncst hope that the project will o
commend Hteelf to the sympathies and judgmont
of the inbabifants of London as to insure on |
their part that lntereet and co-operation which

it Is my deaire that the course of eduention |

A

vidence, it Is

Toward the close of last g.Moa’
intimated to his trustees his intention of §n.
orun!nﬂoo this second trust by an additional

,000.

As alre to the end of last
nothing h ﬁ“d'bmngonowﬂh unm%o':
constituting the second trust. .
- —
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